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Drop Everything and Read (D.E.AAR) / Storytime

Drop Everything and Read!

Galactic Readers!

Every week, children across school will have at least two sessions (lasting
approximately 20 minutes each) to Drop Everything and Read’. These
sessions sessions are based on the evidence that children need quality,
independent time to explore their books and foster a love for reading. In
addition to this, and again based on research, teachers will also take
this time to read their own book, role-modelling to the children what a
‘master reader looks like. These sessions are protected in the timetable,
and must happen each week. As well as quiet reading, the sessions are
also used for ‘book talk’ where children can discuss, recommend and
ask questions to each other pertaining to their books. Question stems

are available for all pu.p'LLs (and teachers) in school to aid them.

As with some schools, our children collect ‘reads’ for how much rmdlng theg are d.o'mg at home and at

school. This has been something the school has done for many years and its success continues to grow.

Children are mcoumged to get an adult to sign their read’mg record and meov*tantlg, add a comment about

what they have en joyed about the book so far. As children move through the school, this is given more

priority with pupils encouraged to write in the reading
records themselves! Children are then given bespoke
certificates once they reach certain milestones! But how
do you go Calatic? Once children get over |00 reads,
they will make their way onto the ‘Galactic’ board for
everyone to see, as their spacesth races through spacel
t's a great way for a child to see just how much of a

reading role-model they are to other children! In
2020-21, over 1,700 certficates were handed out to

children across school!
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Author Visits (Author Spotlight!)

As a school we are p art of the Dudley Book Group, which historically enabled us to go to the Earls High
School (nearby) to hear authors speak about their books! We found this so empowering to children that we
have now become one of the Dudley Book Group's key Primary schools, which allows us to have lots more
authors visit us here at Newfield! Whenever possible, these author visits are supplemmted. bg children then
studying the book in school to ensure that these = '
wonderful moments result in long-term reading
engagement. Over the past few years, we've been
lucky enough to have Phillip Reeve, Christopher
Edge, Sarah Mclntgre, Kenneth Oppel, Peter Bunzl,
P.G. Bell in to discuss their latest books! During the
Covid-19 pandemic, we've also utilised virtual visits
(Jacqueline Wilson) and, the website ‘Authorfy’

used to supplemmt rw.d.lng.

Literacy Book Quiz

We take part in yearly book quiz for a range of children across Key Stage
Two. The children read a variety of carefully chosen books before attending
a quiz at a nearby primary schooll This is then celebrated back in school
with an assembly. Children from a variety of year groups are chosen (Covid-

permtttlng) to compete in the quLzl

Secret Reader
Every week, Early Years staff invite a ‘Secret Reader” in on a Friday to read to the children! The reader

may be a parent, a governor, a member of staff, an older child or even a member of the local community.
The Secret Reader br‘mgs along a book, poem. or- non-fiction text to read to the Yyear group. Children then ask
questions about the book and about their Secret Reader for that week!

Comic books, Maga,zi.n.as and Nawspa.pers

In KS2, Comics are available for children to read in during
Drop Everything and Read sessions (D.E.AR) throughout the
week. The comics are from a range of sources: some are
created and written specifically for schools, while others are
comics that could be bought in shops for KS2-aged pupils.
These comics ensure that engagement in D.EAR remains

high throughout the year. Additionally, we have a range of
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magazines (incuding National Geo Kids) and newspapers (First News) for children to read and en joyl
Reading corners and libaries

In line with recent advice by the Department for Education,
our Reading corners and libraries have been revamped to make
them as appealing as possible to children! We have ‘stripped
back” our bookcases, to ensure that new, thh—qualLtg texts are

front fac'mg and enticing for children. Each teacher has spent

time to create an area where children can sit and ‘get lost in a

book 'l AdstLonallg, teachers supplement this area with book
recommendations for other children. Our communal areas have quiet, calming music so children can

sit back and en joy a book on a beanbag or sofa — theg‘re very popu.l.a.rl

Previous Years books (Re-reading)

Research shows that children really benefit from re-reading stories and poems THIS IS THE
they have read in previous years. We've spent money to ensure that children
(espedallg in Key Stage One) have access to some of their absolute favourites!

These books are then kept sepa rately to others, with children en joying them

d.u,ri.ng our Drop Evergthlng and Read sessions. We're alwa.gs ad.d.i.ng to this ever-

growing collection!

World Book Da.g events

Moshed Readler Thursdaii 2 Each year, the school does one-off World Book Day

Who is hiding behind our Owl mask? Can you guess correctly?

events to promote a love of reading. In recent years,
children in all classes decorated. their doors with
their favourite books! Other classes then visited each
cdlassroom to see wha 1t books had. been

recommended . Dur'mg lockdown, teachers became the
‘Masked Reader” and read a section of their
favourite book out; children had to guess the book
and the teacher!
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"What I'm Reading”

We're always asking the children what they are

Newfield Park Primary School

Wyimorstbok .. fm qurrently reading . reading, but what about the teachersl? For the last
' year teachers have been updating ‘What I'm Reading’
on their classroom doors. The notice details what their
favourite book is along with what they're currently
reading. At times this may be a ‘grown-up” book to
show that adults read older literature, or it may be a

book that could be read by the children in the year
group!

Theatre visits

Every year we always want to give some of our children the experience of visiting a theatre. We then
use these fantastic experiences as part of our English
Teaching Sequence to help children with their reading and
wr'Lthg. In recent years, we have seen an adapatation of
Holes by Louis Sachar and One Snowy Day by Nick
Butterworth. Addttlonallg, we've also invited theatre gro ups
into school: recentlg, Year 6 enjoged a World War One
poetry workshop!

Read All About [t!

In. Key Stage Two, we have a special monitor which is

NewTild Park Primary School updated weekly to reflect key news stories that are of

ber 2021

Emme, Roducons: Tennis stor | interest to the children. These news stories are available
donates US Open trophy

to read throughout the week at break and lunchtimes.
The news stories selected focus on thi.ngs that are
relevant to children’s lives, as well as focu.si.ng (where

possi.bl.e) on our Cou.mgeou.s Advocates. Ad.d.i.tionallg,

each week we try to incdude local news — as well as the

local weather! — for our children to en joy.
Reading (for Pleasure) Ambassadors

We ask teachers from Year W to Year O to select children who have a real love for reading to

become Reading Ambassadors. These ambassadors are used in a variety of roles, promoting reading
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across the whole school. They will visit other dasses to recommend books, promote book-talk across
school and. ensure our communal areas of engaging and up-to-date. Additionally, these reading

ambassadors will be involved with any author visits to school.

The Book Wish Box!

Really want to read a book but it's not in the library? The Book Wish Box is
for you! If children have been recommended a book that they really want to
read bu 1t it is not yet in our library (often because it's a new book) they can
post the ‘wish' in the Book Wish Box and the school will purchase at least one
o copy of the book for the child to read. A recent example of this would be Miss
PECULIAR, CHIDREN Peregrine s Home for Pecuiliar Children by Ransom Riggs which was purchased

for a Year 6 pu.pLU
Su,perh.ero Readers!

Our Read.'mg Volunteers scheme, known as Super/zera Feaders
invites parents and carers in to read regularly with children
across the school. Often, this will involve four or five children in
a morning or afternoon. The volunteers are trained before
coming in to ensure they know how to read with the children
and what kind of questions they could ask them! In 2021-22,

we have 20 Superhero Readers lined up to begin as a soon as

possi.b[e (Covid) which will mean approxtmatelg |00 children

may have extra reading on a weekly basis!
Reading Buddies

Prior to the Covid-19 pandemic, our Year 5 and O children visited Year | and 2 to ‘budd,_uj up' with
children on a weekly basis. This is something that is of course planned to begin in 2021-22. The
older children spend. some of the time readmg a challmgmg book to the younger children before

hearing the Year | and 2 pupils read their own book, correcting them they make errors!
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Halesowen Library

We have very good links with our local library (Halesowen) with children visiting every year to renew

library cards, find new books to read and even to learn
about the DEWEY system. Despite stopping during the Covid-
|9 pandaer_, this is again already happenmg in the 202I-
22 academic year. If you want more information on your

local Lmerg, click here:
https:/ / www.better.org.uk/ L‘merg/ dudleg/ halesowen-library

Rwd,i,ng with Loga,n.

During the Covid-19 pandemic, children listened to the
teacher readlng their class book while their dog, Logan,
listened on. tool The children found the videos comforting,
relaxing and thoroughly en joyed the dass book. During

lockdown, these videos were watched daily by pupils in Year
3 over the course of three months, with ‘views’ remaining

hlgh throughout Hopefultg Logan will make an appearance

again this gearl
Recommended Author/Book Lists

We have a recommended Author List for Years 5 and 6 which was created by
staff and children. It can be found here: We are in the process of creating bes
poke author/book lists for children in younger year groups. We send home the

Book Trust yearly recommended book lists to all year groups and use things such

BookTrust's

as the Pie Corbett Reading Spine to recommend books in class!

S o s S D) g

The latest literature!

It is important that we always keep our libraries up-to-date with th e
latest books; we spend money each year to make sure this happens

B o okTrust across the school. We research the latest recommended books, using
Inspire a love of reading websites such as The Book Trust, BooksFor Topics, CLPE and

LoveReading+Schools. We have excellent links with Peters book store in

Birmingham, visiting the store itself to select books that link to our
topics and that we £now children will lovel


https://www.better.org.uk/library/dudley/halesowen-library
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/
https://peters.co.uk/pie-corbett-reading-spine
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/
https://clpe.org.uk/books
https://www.lovereading4schools.co.uk/
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Apps and. e-Books (Nessy, Collins Big Cat, Reading Eqgs, Teach your Monster to Read)

We use a range of apps across to school to engage children in reading and help with their

ﬂu.encg/ comprehension skills. In Keg Stage One, Collins e-books are used to allow children to access a wider

range of literature at home and 7each your Monster to
FRead is often used to help with Phonics in Year 1. In Key
Stage Two, both Nessy and Aeading Eqgs are used with

specific children to help with their fluency, comprehension

and speLLLng. We check that all of these apps are ha.v'mg an

impact on children regu,la.rtgl

Latest Research and Next Steps

We are alwags lookmg at ways to improve our Readmg for-
Pleasure ‘offer” and welcome any new ideas. We are part of
50 an Opm UnLversLtg Teacher Research Grou.p' which is

YEARS focused on ways to improve reading engagement in school; a

The Open
University

number of ideas you see above have already come from this

grou,pl AdstLonaLLg, we use the latest research from the
Educatio n Endowment Fund (EEF) to identify new ways to engage pupils in reading! You can find their

latest research here: https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/quidance-for-teachers/literacy

if you have a fantastic idea to engage children in reading, or would like to get in contact to ask some

questions about the initatives listed above, please get in touch by emailing info@newfield. dudley.sch.uk

T. Roddison November 2021


https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/guidance-for-teachers/literacy
mailto:info@newfield.dudley.sch.uk

