
Year  6    Knowledge Organiser-Birmingham (a region of the UK)

Key Vocabulary Did you know? Where is Birmingham?

Aerial photo: taking a photograph from an aircraft or other 
flying object
Ordnance Survey map: a leisure map published in a variety of 
scales. There are two main types: OS Landranger and OS 
Explorer. 
Grid reference: a map reference identifying a location, using a 
series of vertical and horizontal grid lines (eastings and 
northings) identified by numbers or letters. 
Eastings and northings: geographic coordinates for a point.  
The vertical lines are called 'eastings', as they increase in value 
as you travel east on the map. The horizontal lines are called 
'northings' as they increase in value as you travel north on the 
map. 
OS symbols: small pictures, letters, lines or coloured areas used 
to label real-life features and make the maps clearer.
Key: explains the symbols on a map.
Compass: used for navigation and orientation and shows 
direction relative to the geographic directions (N, S, E, W)

❖ Birmingham began as a small Anglo-Saxon hamlet and has 
developed as a city over the last 1400 years. It has seen its 
most rapid growth in the last 200 years.

❖ Birminghamis the largest and most populated British city 
outside of London, with a 2020 population of 1.2 million. 

❖ Birmingham lies near the geographic centre of England, at the 
crossing points of the national railway and motorway systems. 

❖ Birmingham is approximately 163 km (101 miles) northwest of 
the capital city, London.

❖ Birmingham is the furthest from the sea of any major UK city, 
about 190 km.

❖ Birmingham has more kilometres of canals than Venice.
❖ The city is twinned with Chicago, Milan and Johannesburg and 

there are 30 other Birminghams around the world.
❖ Birmingham is one of the greenest cities in the UK, with over 

8,000 acres of park land and open space. 
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