
          RE Skills Progression 

 
 

Year 1 

Introduction to RE 
 

Christianity-An 
Introduction to Christianity 
and the Christmas Festival 

Islam- An introduction 
 

Christianity- The Easter 
Festival 
 

Islam-Beliefs about God   
 

An introduction to 
Hinduism  
 

Think about what a 
religion is 
 
Name different religions 
 
Know that many religious 
people believe in God 
 
Share our thoughts about 
religion 
 
Name different places of 
worship 
 
Identify religious symbols 
 

Know that Christianity is a 
religion 
 
Know that Jesus is the 
founder of Christianity 
 
Identify a Church as a 
Christian place of worship 
 
Know that the Bible is a 
Christian holy book and 
the cross is a symbol of 
Christianity 
 
Name Christmas as a 
Christian festival 
 
Know that Christmas 
celebrates the birth of 
Jesus 

  Understand that Islam is 
a religion 
 
Name different objects 
within Islam 
 
Share objects that are 
special to me 
 
Know why the Qur’an is 
special within Islam 
 
Identify a Mosque as a 
Muslim place of worship 
 
Talk about how prayer is 
important to many Muslims 

Know some Christian 
beliefs about God 
 
Name Easter as a 
Christian festival 
 
Talk about the main events 
within the Easter story 
 
Answer questions about the 
Easter story 
 
Talk about what new life 
means 
 
Talk about why Easter is a 
special festival for 
Christians 
 
 
 
 

Know who Muslims are and 
think about our prior 
learning 
 
Know key Muslim beliefs 
about God 
 
Know what a Prophet is 
 
Talk about similarities 
between religions 
 
Know what many Muslims 
believe about God 
 

Know that Hinduism is a 
religion 
 
Name objects linked with 
Hinduism 
 
Talk about Hindu beliefs 
about God 
 
Know why the festival of 
Diwali is celebrated 
 
Explore how a Hindu 
festival is celebrated 
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Year 2 

Hindu gods and goddesses, 
and reincarnation  
 

Christian beliefs about 
Jesus and the Christmas 
Festival 

Islam- Beliefs about 
Muhammad  
 

Christianity - Beliefs about 
kindness, and the Easter 
Festival 

Islam- Beliefs about the 
Origin of the Qur’an  
 

Religious and Non-
Religious Worldviews 
 

Identify and name a 
variety of objects linked 
with Hinduism 
 
Discuss key Hindu beliefs 
about God 
 
Name some gods and 
goddesses that many 
Hindus believe in 
 
Share thoughts about 
Hindu beliefs 
 
Know some Hindu beliefs 
about reincarnation 
 
Share thoughts about 
reincarnation 

Identify and name objects 
linked with Christianity 
 
Know that most Christians 
believe Jesus is the Son of 
God 
 
Share thoughts about the 
Christian belief that Jesus 
is both God and human 
 
Raise questions and recall 
answers about how 
Christmas is celebrated 
 
Recall answers about the 
Nativity Story 
 
Share what we believe in 
or value most 

Share what we already 
know about Islam  
 
Know who Muhammad was  
 Know that Muhammad is  
 
‘The Prophet of God’ 
within Islam  
 
Know why Muhammad is 
‘The Messenger of God’  
 
Compare Muslim and 
Christian beliefs  
 
Reflect on the key Muslim 
beliefs about Muhammad 

Sequence the main events 
of a Christian story 
 
Identify the message 
within a Christian story 
 
Share my thoughts about a 
Christian story 
 
Understand and share 
views about the Christian 
belief in eternal life 
 
Reflect on the Christian 
belief of ‘new life’ 
 
Recall answers about the 
Easter story 

Ask questions about the 
origin of the Qur’an 
 
Know what a revelation is 
 
Know the story of 
Muhammad’s first 
revelation 
 
Describe the story of 
Muhammad’s first 
revelation 
 
Know that the Qur’an is a 
collection of revelations 
 
Share thoughts about 
revelations within the 
Qur’an 

Name and identify 
different religions 
 
Identify key beliefs about 
God 
 
Know that the belief in 
God or Gods is not shared 
by all 
 
Know that humanism is a 
non-religious worldview 
 
Name and identify a 
Humanist symbol 
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Year 3 

Judaism- Abraham, Moses 
and the Ten 
Commandments  

Christianity- Jesus and 
Christmas 
 

Islam- Beliefs about 
Muhammad  
 

Christianity- Jesus as ‘The 
Saviour’, and Easter 
 

Judaism- Kindness and 
Forgiveness 
 

Islam- Beliefs about the 
Qur’an  
 

Identify objects linked to 
Judaism 
 
Know the story of God’s 
Promise to Abraham 
 
Know the story of God’s 
Promise to Moses 
 
Know Jewish teachings 
about The Torah 
 
Know Jewish laws within 
The Torah 
 
Share my thoughts about 
teachings within The 
Torah 

Share what we already 
know about Christianity 
 
Know who Jesus was 
 
Discuss Christian beliefs 
about Christ 
 
Know what ‘Messiah’ 
means 
 
Share my thoughts about a 
religious story 
 
Know that Christians 
believe Jesus is the Son of 
God 

Discuss what we already 
know about Muhammad 
 
Use a timeline to identify 
when Muhammad lived 
 
Know key beliefs about 
Prophethood 
 
Identify a Muslim belief 
(the Shahadah) 
 
Know how Muhammad is 
described in the Qur’an 

Share what we already 
know about the Easter 
story 
 
Think about what saviour 
means 
 
Understand the Christian 
belief in eternal life 
 
Share my views about 
eternal life 
 
Reflect on why Jesus is 
called the Saviour within 
Christianity 

Identify Jewish teachings 
on kindness 
 
Share my thoughts on laws 
within the Torah 
 
Know what tzedakah means 
 
Understand the importance 
of a Jewish holy day 
 
Understand how a Jewish 
holy day is celebrated 
 
Reflect on my learning 
about Judaism 

Develop our understanding 
of the Qur’an 
 
Recall the story of 
Muhammad’s first 
revelation 
 
Know where most Muslims 
believe words within the 
Qur’an come from 
 
Share my views about the 
revelation within Islam 
 
Reflect on why the Qur’an 
is important within Islam 
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Year 4 

Sikhism- Special objects, 
Guru Nanak and key 
beliefs 

Christianity- Stories about 
Kindness (linked to 
Nativity) 

Islam- Beliefs about God  
 

Christianity- Jesus’ death 
as a sacrifice, and Easter 

Sikhism- Living a good 
life, and teachings about 
reincarnation 

Islam- Beliefs about the 
origin of the Qur’an 
 

Identify objects associated 
with Sikhism 
 
Identify key beliefs about 
God within Sikhism 
 
Know when Sikhism began 
 
Read a Sikh story to find 
out about Guru Nanak 
 
Discuss Sikh teaching 
about equality 
 
Identify a message within 
a Sikh story 

Discuss and share what we 
already know about 
Christianity 
 
Identify and sequence the 
main events from a 
Christian story 
 
Discuss the meaning of a 
Christian story 
 
Share my views about 
Christian teachings on 
kindness 
 
Revisit a religious story 
Share our thoughts about 
 
Christian teachings on 
kindness 

Discuss what we already 
know about Islam 
 
Know what monotheism 
means 
 
Know that Muslims, 
Christians and Jews share 
certain beliefs about God 
 
Share my own views about 
the existence of God 
 
Understand why many 
Muslims do not make an 
image of God 
 
Know what the Hadith is 

Share what we already 
know about the Easter 
story 
 
Know what sacrifice means 
 
Understand that many 
Christians believe that 
Jesus’ death was a 
sacrifice 
 
Share my own thoughts 
about Christian teachings 
on resurrection 
 
Reflect on why Christians 
believe Jesus’ death was a 
sacrifice 

Know what reincarnation is 
within the Sikh religion 
 
Develop our understanding 
of reincarnation 
 
Share our thoughts about 
reincarnation 
 
Discuss the opposite of 
being God-conscious 
within Sikhism 
 
Reflect on what Sikhism 
teaches about 
reincarnation 

Develop our understanding 
of the Qur’an 
 
Know what ‘wahy’ means 
 
Understand the belief that 
the Qur’an is infallible 
 
Understand how revelation 
is different to inspiration 
 
Reflect on key Muslim 
beliefs about the Qur’an 

 

 

Year 5 
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Hinduism – Beliefs about 
Brahman and the Atman 
 

Christianity- Adam and Eve 
and ‘The Fall’ 
 

Islam- Muhammad’s life in 
Makkah, preaching and 
persecution 
 

Christianity- Teachings on 
unconditional love and 
kindness 
 

Hinduism- Reincarnation, 
Karma, and Murtis 
 

Islam- How stories show 
Muhammad’s attitude to 
force, violence and 
forgiveness 

Identify and name a variety 
of objects  
associated with Hinduism 
 
Identify significant beliefs 
that many Hindus hold about 
Brahman 
 
Know the key message within 
a Hindu story 
 
Know significant beliefs held 
by many Hindus about the 
Atman 
 
Know what “ahimsa” means 
 
Reflect on our learning about 
Hinduism 

Reflect on our knowledge of 
a Christian story 
 
Identify, sequence events 
and identify the key 
messages in ‘The Story of 
Adam and Eve’ 
 
Know why ‘The Story of 
Adam and Eve’ is often 
called ‘The Fall’ 
 
Share our views and 
thoughts about a Christian 
teaching 
 
Think about alternative 
messages of ‘The Story of 
Adam and Eve’ 

Explore our prior knowledge 
of Islam 
 
Understand what polytheism 
means 
 
Know key events about the 
growth of Islam 
 
Know and share my thoughts 
on the story “The Saving of 
Bilal” 
 
Know and share my thoughts 
on the story “Muhammad 
and Utba’s Offer” 
 
 

 

Reflect on a message within 
a Christian story 
 
Know the difference between 
unconditional and 
conditional love 
 
Reflect on a story which 
teaches unconditional love 
 
Explore Bible teachings about 
what is right and wrong 
 
Discuss how Christians know 
what is right and wrong 

Know key beliefs held by 
many Hindus about 
reincarnation 
 
Discuss and share my views 
about reincarnation 
 
Know key beliefs held by 
many Hindus about Karma 
 
Discuss and share my views 
about Karma 
 
Know what murtis are and 
how they are used by many 
Hindus 
 
Discuss why many Hindus 
use murtis when they worship 

Know and recall significant 
events in an Islamic story 
 
Share my views in response 
to a religious story 
 
Know and recall significant 
events in the story  
 
‘Muhammad and the story of 
Wahshi’ 
 
Raise questions and share 
my thoughts in response to a 
religious story 
 
Understand the views of 
some Muslims regarding 
using force 

 

Year 6 
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Buddhism- The Buddha 
and enlightenment  

Christianity- The Salvation 
story, atonement and 
reconciliation 

Islam- Muhammad in 
Madinah, establishing a 
Muslim community 

Christianity- Agape and 
Jesus’ ‘commandment to 
love’  

Buddhism- Four Noble 
Truths, Eightfold Path, 
rebirth, karma,  

Non-Religious Worldviews-
Humanism 
 

Identify a variety of 
objects associated with 
Buddhism 
 
Develop our understanding 
of the Buddha 
 
Know what enlightenment is 
within Buddhism 
 
Share my thoughts on 
Buddhist beliefs about 
enlightenment and craving 
 
Identify and describe the 
story of an enlightenment 

Know and understand the 
word ‘atonement’ and how 
many Christians see Jesus’ 
death as atonement 
 
Understand the meaning of 
‘reconciliation’ 
 
Know key Christian beliefs 
regarding the salvation 
story 
 
Understand the views of 
many liberal Christians 
regarding salvation 
 
Express my own thoughts 
regarding Christian 
teachings on salvation 

Explore our prior knowledge 
of Islam 
 
Recall key events within 
“The Emigration from 
Makkah to Madinah” 
 
Share my thoughts about 
the growth of Islam 
 
Continue to share my 
thoughts about the growth 
of Islam 
 
Know why most Muslims 
believe Muhammad was 
right to use force 

Know what ‘agape’ means 
within Christianity 
 
Identify the teaching of 
‘agape’ within the Bible 
 
Discuss and share my 
thoughts and views about 
“agape” 
 
Recall a Christian story 
 
Discuss and share my 
thoughts and views about 
Jesus’ “commandment to 
love” 

Identify and raise 
questions about the Four 
Noble Truths 
 
Know why the Eightfold 
Path is important within 
Buddhism, and share 
thoughts 
 
Know Buddhist teaching 
about rebirth 
 
Know and respond to the 
Buddhist teaching of karma 
 
Reflect on Buddhist 
teachings about living a 
good life 

Know who humanists are 
 
Know the beliefs of many 
humanists about what is 
right or wrong 
 
Share our views about the 
Golden Rule 
 
Consider different views 
about ‘The Golden Rule’ 
 
Share our views on whether 
humanists can know what 
is right or wrong 


