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British History

Stone Age to Iron Age (Prehistory)

Keg vocobulorg:

Invasion An unwelcome intrusion into ancther's domain, counfrg or
ferriforq.

Seltler A person who moves with o group of others lo live in @ new
counqu or area.

Trodcr A person who makes a living bg selling or trading gocda

Pogan A person who believed in many gads‘

Freeman A person who is nol a slave and free to choose who he or
she worked for.

Chiefl’ain The leader ofa villoge or small group of PeoPle.

Runes The name given fo the Vik‘mg olphobek

Danelaw The area of England ruled bH the Vil(ings.

Monasterg The builcling where rnonl(s liv&

Longship A Viking ship with a sail and oars, also called o dragon-ship.

Scandinavia Scandinavia is a sub regian in Northern EuroPe, cansishng of
maodern Denmark, Narwo,q and Sweden.

Enquirg Question:

Whal is the legacuj

of the Vikings?
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Viking Raids in Europe
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Raiding and Wo,rfare

The Vikmgs are known for Lerrorismg the peop[e of
Europe throughout the CIH‘ and |OH‘ cenburies CE. Their

hit-and-run’ raids largeted weak communihes, slea['mg

ITCOSUIG and lak'mg PCOP[G as SlOVCS.

Their warlike nalure also led

them to invade Parls of
Brilain and Europe. Theg
even conquered large parts

Of Eng[and!

The People of Scandinavia had a
historg of bui[dmg ships. Dur‘mg the
Viking Age, H‘teH craﬁed ships that were
capab[e of sailmg up rivers and even

making cross-Atankic Journegs.

Archaeolo% has told us a greak deal about the Vikings'
longshlps. WealH‘»H nobles oﬁen used their shiPs for burial
rlkuals, Preservlng them for fu,lu,re generahons to f’md.
—
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Tro,d'mg and Explorahon

Though |<nown for raiding, H1e Vil(ings were Primo,ril\Lj exPerL
merchants and fraders. Theg boughk and sold 9oods across the
world, all carried on their [egendarH longships.

GLOBAL EXTENT OF VIKING EXPLORATION, 8th - T1th Century
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Their trade network

was vasL slrekching

from North America
lo Baghdad.

Long uage and Religion

The language spoken in Scandinavia
during the Viking Age is known as Old
Norse. Though mosHH i”iterate, Hleg

did leave wrillen runes behind.

Ancther core Part of Vil('mg cullure was their religion. TheH
bego,n H1e Vil('mg Age as Po,gans, believing ina mulhtude 0f
gods, includmg Odin (Hw one-eHed, wo,ndering ‘/\Hfather'),
his son Thor (god of thunder) and Lok (god of mischief).
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