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New releases!

The Tiger Child Michelle Beech (Author / illustrator)

When a shy little girl spots a mysterious tiger's tail swishing in the shadows, she decides to follow it into the heart of
the jungle. With every step, she grows in confidence, shedding her doubts and discovering an inner adventurer,
until she finally comes face to face with the tiger himself... A tender story of courage and self-esteem, encouraging
little ones to tame their fears and reminding them that bravery doesn’t always have to roar —it can be as gentle as a
whisper. This uplifting picture book is perfect for shy or sensitive children, combining reassuring words with
gorgeously illustrated peek-through pages, including a very special pop-up surprise.

Who Will You Be When You Grow Up? Molly Potter (author), Sarah Jennings (illustrator)

This new book encourages young children to think about the kind of person they want to become, sparking
meaningful conversations about hopes, values and aspirations. With bright, engaging illustrations by Sarah

o Jennings and thoughtful question prompts on every page, the book explores growing up, from friendships and

: W hobbies to jobs and adventures. It gently supports children in understanding themselves, their choices and their
SRR  wellbeing. Suitable for children in years 1 and 2.

Welcome to the School of Gods Thiago de Moraes (author /illustrator)

Olly Morris is a mostly normal child whose life is turned upside down when he’s summoned to Gods School, where he’s
given a grumpy ‘mobile gnome’, faced with a dangerous exam and surrounded by unfriendly godlings. With no powers
and no idea why he’s been chosen, Olly must figure out whether this is the best or worst school in the universe. Packed
with humour, illustrations and imaginative twists on mythological tales, this is a brilliant pick for fans of Loki and other
laugh-out-loud adventures. Suitable for newly independent readers in Years 3 and 4.

Strike Mitch Johnson (author)

“Owen is closer than ever to achieving his dream: becoming a professional footballer. All he has to do is stay focused.
No distractions. Just football...” Strike is a powerful football-themed story for readers in years 5 and 6 that explores
the darker side of the game, as Owen uncovers corruption and greed within his academy team while coming to
terms with the loss of his mum. With strong male role models and a thoughtful, realistic portrayal of grief helping to

M build empathy and resilience, the book encourages young readers to stand up for what is right and believe in a fairer
MITCH JOHNSON [REWREI

Wildheart Bec Manser (author)

Wildheart follows Nettle Sourbud, a cautious girl who has always been taught to fear the dangerous Dryda Forest and
the spirits that lurk within it. When her fearless sister Fern disappears and is rumoured to have joined a mysterious
enemy group, Nettle bravely ventures beyond the safety of her town to find her. Joining the Wildheart Rangers, she
must face her fears, uncover secrets about the forest and its spirits, and question everything she thought she knew.
But as the truth begins to unfold, Nettle realises that saving her sister may be far more complicated than she ever
imagined... Suitable for children in Years 5 and 6.

A8 Death At The Museum Janice Hallett (author)

Jp—y A children's murder mystery from number-one-bestselling author of The Appeal, Janice Hallett, perfect for fans of
Robin Stevens and Rhian Tracey. Imagine an old museum with more secrets than anyone could ever guess. A school
trip that ends in murder. A crime unsolved for decades. . . But who did it? Now, Ava and Luke are on the case,
following the clues left in a new box of murders. Using school workbooks, museum records, secret recordings and
letters the siblings start to unravel the mystery of a body in the basement. But can they discover what really
happened . . . before the killer strikes again? YOU know the facts. YOU have all the clues. Can YOU solve the
mystery before they do? Suitable for children in Year 6.
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Local Authors

Recommend a book!

Casey Bailey
Casey Bailey is a poet, playwright, and educator from
Birmingham, and served as the city’s Poet Laureate from 2020
to 2022. His work explores themes of identity, inequality, and
community, often drawing on his
experiences growing up in Nechells. His
poetry collection Adjusted was widely
praised for its emotional honesty and lyrical
power. Bailey is also known for his work in
schools and prisons, using poetry to inspire
and empower young people.

Have you or your child read a book which you’d like to recommend!?
Scan the QR code (or click the link below) and your book
recommendation may appear next month in the Reading Newsletter!

Children’s book recommendation | Grown-up book recommendation

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/TmHxPx756v ht

An author you might not know....

Book Brag!

Polly Ho-Yen

Polly’s first fiction book was Boy in the Tower is about a boy
called Ade who lives in a tower block when a building near him
randomly falls... Luckily, no one is hurt but all the buildings
around him keep on falling! The book was shortlisted for the
Waterstones Children’s Book Prize and the
Blue Peter Book Award! Her latest book, ‘The
Last Dragon’ was released this year and is a
moving story of bravery, self-belief and our
responsibility to the natural world! Her first
adult novel, Dark Lullaby, was published in
2021!

Wolf Road by Alice Roberts

An epic adventure of a girl and her wolf, in this
bestselling children's novel from TV presenter
Professor Alice Roberts. Perfect for fans of
Michelle Paver and Hannah Gold.

“Wolf Road is a book about where a little girl caled
Tuuliis travelling with her tribe to another camp
but there are many challenges along the way, including fighting
off animals! Tuuli experiences so much and finds an important
wolf pup called Lupa. They have an incredible friendship; it kept
me invested all the way through to know what happened at the
end!” Recommended by Arthur G (Year 5 pupil)

Staff recommendation (for Children)

Staff recommendation (for Parents/Carers)

Pirate Academy — New Kid on Deck by Justin Somper
“Welcome to Pirate Academy — once you step through the door
you won’t ever want to leave!” A thrilling, high-seas adventure
packed with mystery, danger, and daring! From the bestselling
author of the Vampirates series comes a swashbuckling new
tale perfect for fans of Rick Riordan’s Percy Jackson. Get ready
to set sail on a gripping journey where loyalty is tested, secrets
are uncovered, and a new recruit must prove they’ve got what
it takes to survive the Pirate Academy. D AT
“A great book! | really emjoyed the simple story
and interesting charactrers. It gave me quite
Hogwarts vibes in terms of the school where the
children are based. Suitable for children in Years
5and 6.” Recommended by Mr. Cochrane

The Silence of the Girls by Pat Barker

Pat Barker’s electrifying revision of The Iliad
reframes the story through the voiceless women
of war in a startlingly vivid novel with a powerful
message about who tells stories and why it
matters. Wrestling the epic drama of the Trojan
War away from its usual male-centric gaze, The
Silence of the Girls seeks out the other story, the
women’s story, charting the journey of a sometime-queen across
the chaos of history, seeking freedom and the right to be author
of her own story.

"Pat Barker has a gift with words. I’d definitely recommend it to
anyone interested in Greek Mythology!” Recommended by Mrs.
Saunders

Win all the books on the BookTrust Storytime Prize 2027 longlist!

closing date of 11pm on Thursday 25" June. Good luck!

https:

The BookTrust Storytime Prize 2027 longlist has been announced, celebrating 21 brilliant books
that are perfect for sharing with children aged 0-5. This annual prize champions high-quality
stories that inspire a love of reading from an early age, and each of the selected titles is ideal for
storytime at home or in school. Even more excitingly, families have the chance to win the full set
of longlisted books. If you fancy getting your hands on all of the BookTrust Storytime Prize
longlisted books, simply answer the question at the link below and leave your details before the

BookTrust
'Storytime

2027 Longlist
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www.booktrust.org.uk/about-us/news-updates/win-all-the-books-on-the-booktrust-storytime-prize-2027-longlist,
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