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New releases!  
Family Patricia Hegarty (author), Britta Teckentrup (illustrator) 
On the savannah, whatever the weather, The animals must stick together. A herd of elephants cross the trail, 
Steadily walking, trunk to tail.  A gorgeous board book by award-winning illustrator Britta Teckentrup. Discover the 
incredible habits of animals and their families, from diving dolphins to marvellous manatees, and explore what 
family means to all kinds of creatures. Lyrical rhyming text by Patricia Hegarty creates a calming tone, making this a 
perfect book for sharing with your child at bedtime or anytime. Suitable for all. 
 

Hannah asks for help Tom Percival (author) 
An uplifting book about learning how to ask for help, from the bestselling creator of the Big Bright Feelings series. 
Be open, be honest, be you! Big Bright Feelings for little people. Hanna LOVES playing sports. But she finds maths a 
real puzzle! Nothing she tries works. . . until she finds the courage to ask for a little bit of help. Soon, Help arrives - 
and nothing will ever be the same again! Tom Percival's bestselling Big Bright Feelings series is the ideal starting 
point for discussions about mental and emotional health, positive self-image, building self-confidence and 
managing feelings.  

 

Detective Thingy Majiggy Cecelia Ahern (author) 
A funny, magical and hugely original new series. Mia is ten years old and has just moved to her new foster home 
with Detective Lucy. And Mia has a secret – she can speak to inanimate objects. That’s not the weird part, though – 
the amazing thing is that the objects speak back! Hats, toasters, pens – Mia can understand them all.? And with the 
help of these everyday objects, Mia can SOLVE MYSTERIES!  Warm, funny, highly original and illustrated throughout 
in black and white, this is the start of a brand-new series for 7+ readers by globally bestselling author Cecelia Ahern.  
 

Once Upon An Island Alice Albinia (author), Helen Cann (illustrator) 
Travel across oceans and through time with award-winning historian and storyteller Alice Albinia in her first 
children's book, Once Upon an Island. Discover 20 wondrous islands - from the rugged landscape of the Orkney 
islands that people of the Stone Age once called home, to the sunny coasts of the Isles of Scilly. This captivating 
journey reveals islands as places of wonder and warning, rich with histories that have shaped the world far beyond 
their shores. Featuring first person narratives and read-aloud maps, all brought to life with beautiful illustrations 
by Helen Cann. Suitable for all geography fans! 

 

Marvolution Dr Claire Asher (author), Fiona Fogg (illustrator) 
An entertaining guide to the extraordinary creatures that could evolve in the future of our planet, that will 
fascinate imaginative young scientists as well as eco-warriors and will appeal to fans of Choose Your Own 
Evolution, who will enjoy another fun approach to serious science. From cows the size of rabbits and racoons with 
sabre teeth to pigeons that nest in shopping trolleys and whales that walk on land - this unique encyclopaedia 
utilises real evolutionary science to wonder at the extraordinary animals that might one day be living on planet 
Earth! Brilliant for all budding scientists!  

 
Anya and the Light Above the Ocean Amelia Giudici (author) 
When her mum disappears, Anya sets out to find her in the middle of a storm. Taking a boat out to sea, she 
encounters a strange window of light hovering above the waves. Transfixed, she reaches out to touch it. She then 
wakes in her boat, the sea now eerily silent. With her mum still missing, Anya is packed off to stay with an odd, 
unwelcoming couple. Trapped under their watchful gaze, she uncovers a shocking secret that changes everything she 
thought she knew. Anya must now battle to find the truth: about her mum, about the Light, and about herself. 
Suitable for confident readers in Year 6. 

 

How to Steal the Future Christopher Edge (author) 
A thrilling, twist-filled adventure from bestselling author Christopher Edge, How to Steal the Future follows twelve-
year-old Drew Blake as he enters a mysterious maze hiding a secret that could unlock the future. With traps, double-
crosses and impossible choices around every corner, Drew must race to find his missing sister before time runs out. 
Fast-paced and packed with surprises, this is a brilliant read for children who enjoy mystery, science fiction and 
stories that keep you guessing until the very end. Recommended for readers in Years 5 and 6.  
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Local Authors Recommend a book! 

Andy Jones 
Andy Jones is a children’s author and creative writing advocate 
based in the West Midlands. His book Wishes Come in Threes 
blends humour and heart in a story about 
family, friendship, and magical thinking. 
Jones also wrote Unleash Your Creative 
Monster, a guide to help children develop 
their storytelling skills. He regularly leads 
workshops in schools, helping young 
writers find their voice and confidence. 
 

Have you or your child read a book which you’d like to recommend!? 
Scan the QR code (or click the link below) and your book 

recommendation may appear next month in the Reading Newsletter! 

Children’s book recommendation Grown-up book recommendation 

 
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/TmHxPx756v  

 
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/5WcAht3FW6  

 

An author you might not know…. Book Brag! 

Sir Lenny Henry - Sir Lenny Henry has risen from being a star on 
children's television to becoming one of Britain's best known 
comedians, but now spends a lot of his time writing for 
children! The Boy with Wings was his first book and was written 
only a few years ago. In that time, the exciting and funny book 
series has really taken off; there are a number of Lenny Henry 
books already in our library – go take a 
look! The second in the series, The Book 
of Legends was released two years ago. 
Both of the books are only 250 pages 
long so easily accessible for less-
confident readers!   

My Sporting Hero: Lewis Hamilton by Rob Green 
Get ready to rev up your engines and learn about the life of Lewis 
Hamilton, the 7-time Formula One champion! This exciting 
biography for kids is packed with thrilling races, amazing 
achievements, and inspiring lessons about determination, hard 
work, and following your dreams. Don't miss out 
on this exciting read! With easy-to-read text, this 
biography is the perfect way for kids to learn 
about one of the most exciting and inspiring 
legends of our time. 
“I love Lewis Hamilton and I love this non-fiction 
book – I have learnt lots of great facts from it.”  
Recommended by Liam (Year 2 pupil)    

Staff recommendation (for Children) Staff recommendation (for Parents/Carers) 

Pablo and Splash by Sheena Dempsey 
Meet Pablo and Splash, two adventurous 
penguins who are determined to leave their 
chilly home and see the world! Packed with 
humour, friendship and exciting discoveries, 
this brilliantly illustrated story takes readers on 
a fun-filled journey as the pair navigate new 
places and unexpected challenges. Perfect for 
younger readers and those developing confidence with chapter 
books!  
“I loved reading this book with my dad – my friend 
recommended it to me and it made me laugh lots and lots.”  
Recommended by Alfie – (Reception pupil)  

I Will Find You by Harlen Coben 
The gripping mystery thriller from the Sunday Times bestselling 
author behind the Netflix sensation and TV series Fool Me Once. 
Harlan Coben is a #1 New York Times and Sunday Times 
bestselling author; his suspense novels are published in forty-six 
languages and have been #1 bestsellers in more than a dozen 
countries!  
"I wanted to read this before the series came out on 
Netflix, because I like to 'spot the difference'. The 
book was definitely a 4 star! There are huge 
differences between the book (which I prefer) and 
the series. It's an absolute page turner!” 
Recommended by Mrs. Saunders (teacher) 

Summer Reading Challenge 2026! 

The Summer Reading Challenge is back this summer and is completely FREE to 
take part in through your local library. This year's theme is Read to the Beat!, 
encouraging children to explore the exciting links between stories, music and 
creativity while keeping their reading skills sharp over the holidays. Children can 
set their own reading goal, earn rewards and discover fantastic new books 
along the way.  At Newfield, any child who completes the challenge and brings 
in their certificate in September will earn a place on our Summer Reading 
Challenge Hall of Fame, celebrating their fantastic commitment to reading over 
the summer – there for all to see all year around! Keep your eyes peeled on our 
Instagram page for more information and ways to get involved!   
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